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PIKE LAKE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY JUNE 25  

COFFEE AND REGISTRATION AT 8:15  

MEETING 9:00 – 11:00  

STANLEYVILLE HALL, STANLEY RD.  

BETWEEN STANLEYVILLE RD. AND NARROW LOCKS RD. 

COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE:                                                     

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

o Meet Your Neighbours 
o Presentation by Darren Gibson, Deputy Fire 

Chief 
o Board Reports 
o Elect Your President and two Directors 
o Contribute Your Ideas 
o Pike Lake maps and ball caps available 
 
The Draft 2021 AGM minutes, 2022 Reports, 
and the proposed Budget for 2023 will be 
posted on the PLCA website by June 4.  
www.pikelake.ca 

 
 

 

  LET’S CELEBRATE PIKE LAKE  

 

 
 
 
 

BOATILLA & BBQ     

SATURDAY JULY 2, 11-2  

The Boatilla starts at 11 am at the Westport end 
of Pike Lake. We’ll canoe, kayak, or slowly 
motor down Pike Lake gathering others along 
the way. 
 
We’ll arrive at 101 Country Lane for a BBQ 
 Prize for the best decorated boat 
 Kids activities 
 Pike Lake ball caps available for sale  

 
Your PLCA will provide the food 

Cost: $5 per person; children under 12 free 
 

We hope to see you and your guests there! 

Rain date Sunday July 3 
 

 

 
     BOAT- IN 

 
 

The Fowlie and Sibbit families invite you to the 
10th annual boat-in movie night. Join your 
neighbours for this family event at sundown 
Saturday July 30 (rain date Sunday July 31). 
Look for the big screen on the boat house on 
Route 17A, Donnelly Bay. 

 
 

 

  

DOCK SALE JUNE 4 
10 TIL YOU’RE DONE 

 
When opening the cottage, be sure to set aside 
items that could be sold and register your 
participation in the sale on the events page of the 
PLCA website. Go to the website to find items for 
sale and a map indicating where they can be 
found. www.pikelake.ca  Rain date Sunday June 5 

 

http://www.pikelake.ca/
http://www.pikelake.ca/
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__________________________ YOUR SUBMISSIONS __________________________ 

 

 

View from Our Cottage                        
Jennifer David 

My husband and I purchased our cottage on Pike 
Lake last year. We fell in love with it the moment we 
stepped onto the property and we're so glad to be 
on this amazing lake and part of this lake 
community. I love looking out over the water and I 
particularly love the view from our cottage onto a 
lone tree rooted in the rock overhanging the water. 
It looks like there's a perfectly shaped fish hook in 
 

  

Boat-in Movie Night                                                                   
Photo courtesy of Kent Fowlie 

Sunset as seen from Sunset Hollow                  
Photo courtesy of Linda McGuirl 

its trunk. I have many pictures of this tree. I sent one 
of them to Kirk Brant, a friend in Ottawa who is an 
Indigenous visual artist and asked him if he would 
paint the tree. This is the result. It has a little “Group 
of Seven” feel, mixed with a little “Woodlands-style” 
feel.  This painting is displayed prominently in our 
home in Ottawa to remind us of our cottage and the 
beauty of Pike Lake. 
 

Painting by Kirk Brant 
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__________NEWS FROM YOUR PIKE LAKE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION _________ 
 

NOMINATE PIKE LAKERS TO SERVE AS PRESIDENT & DIRECTORS AT LARGE  

CONSIDER PUTTING YOUR NAME FORWARD 

Contribute to the Pike Lake community by sharing your time & talents, while making some new friends 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 
 

 

.  

THREE PLCA ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Kay Rogers and Naomi Fowlie displaying 
 The 2013 FOCA Achievement Award presented to 

the PLCA for our initiatives to keep Pike Lake 
healthy  

 The 2010 State of Pike Lake Report which formed 
the foundation for the 2011 Keeping Pike Lake 
Healthy PLCA Lake Stewardship Handbook both of 
which can be found on our website 

 Voices of Pike Lake, a panorama of Pike Lake from 
the days the Algonquin camped on its shores to 
pioneer days to cottagers 

Photo courtesy of Cathy Cameron 

 

Your input on the Board will further our common goal 
of keeping Pike Lake healthy. 

The Deadline for advance nominations is noon 
Sunday June 12th.  The completed form is to be 
submitted to info@pikelake.ca. Both the nominators 
and nominees must sign this form. 

The two nominators and the nominee must have paid 
their 2022 PLCA membership fees by noon June 
12th. The advantage of meeting this deadline is that 
your candidacy will be announced on the PLCA 
website.  

Elections will take place at the AGM on Saturday 
June 25.  All candidates will be given the opportunity 
to speak for 2 minutes prior to the voting. 

All PLCA voting members who have paid their 2022 
membership fees prior to the start of the AGM will be 
eligible to vote. 

For more information, you will find the constitution 
and policy manual at 
www.pikelake.ca/governance The policy manual 
outlines the role and responsibilities of Board 
members. 

Don’t hesitate to get involved. Talk with current 
Board members or contact us at info@pikelake.ca  
I have had the pleasure to be on the PLCA Board 
at different times holding positions of Secretary, 
President, Past President, and now heading the 
Nominations Committee. It would be a pleasure to 
talk with you about the opportunities and benefits 
of being on the PLCA Board. 

Be an active member of a dynamic association 
that has been in existence for 55 years.  

Naomi Fowlie 
Past President  
and Chair of the Nominations Committee 
Pike Lake Community Association 

 

mailto:info@pikelake.ca
http://www.pikelake.ca/governance
mailto:info@pikelake.ca
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 __________NEWS FROM YOUR PIKE LAKE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION _________ 
 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PLCA BOARD 

We think we can all agree that the Pike Lake 
Community fits both of these two definitions of 
“community” in the Oxford Dictionary:  
o A group of people living in the same place or 

having a particular characteristic in common and 
o A feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of 

sharing common attitudes, interests and goals. 
 
In the past two summers, perhaps we all have 
shared an appreciation of our safe havens around 
Pike Lake more than ever before. During this time, 
we have not been able to come together but we are 
hopeful that this summer we will be able to take 
some cautious steps towards sharing our common 
interests and goals with a few gatherings.   
 
We are excited to be organizing some events Pike 
Lakers have enjoyed in the past and a couple of 
new ones that we think you’ll find interesting and 
fun. 
 

Our AGM this year will feature a presentation and 
demonstration by Darren Gibson, Deputy Fire 
Chief, as well as the normal reports and discussion 

of some of the new things the Board has been 
working on this term.   

 
YOUR PLCA BOARD  2021-2022 

Interim President Lois Johnson 

Vice-President  Jim Tasker 

Secretary  Jen Sinclair 

Treasurer   Marty van Gaal 
Past President  Naomi Fowlie 
Communications  Kathy Noxon  
Lake Steward   Alexandra Hincke  
Membership  Ian Forsyth  
Director at Large  John Murphy  
 

 YOUR INPUT WELCOME YEAR-ROUND 
 
The PLCA welcomes your comments, 
suggestions and questions. Speak to a 
Board Member or e-mail us at  
info@pikelake.ca 

 

We have taken some time in the past year to 
review the constitution and policy manual. This 
was prompted by some issues that arose during 
as well as practical experience since they were 
last approved by the membership.  We will be 
proposing a stand-alone online meeting to be 
held in the fall to discuss these changes so as 
not to take away from the fun of a more open 
summer this year.   
 
The Board would like to extend our sincere 
thanks to all the volunteers who enhance our 
enjoyment of our community in so many ways. 
There is a list of almost 40 of our members who 
have taken some time away from their families 
to help out; they are listed on page 8 of the Post. 
Well done!   
 
Enjoy your summer and hope to see you at the 
AGM, an event, and on the lake. 
 
  MEMBERSHIP  
 
Your membership is critical to supporting the 
initiatives of the PLCA. To renew your 
membership, or to become a member, please 
submit your completed membership form and 
annual fee. Simply 
o Complete and submit the “Online 

Membership” application form found at 
www.pikelake.ca and 

o Send an e-transfer for $30 to 
info@pikelake.ca  

 
PIKE LAKE BALL CAPS 
 
Embroidered ball caps will be available for sale 
at the AGM as well as the Boatilla and BBQ. 
Cost $25. 

 
 

mailto:info@pikelake.ca
http://www.pikelake.ca/
mailto:info@pikelake.ca
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_________________________SCIENCE FOR THE FAMILY ______________________ 

 

 

 

 
 RAINBOWS 
 
 
Why don’t we see rainbows all the time?     
One of the most amazing sights to see after  
a big rainstorm is a beautiful rainbow across  
the sky. But have you ever wondered why 
you don't always see rainbows after it rains?  

It all starts with light                                                                                                     

Can you name all the colours in a rainbow?  

Hint: there are seven! 

 
The colours of the rainbow are red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo (dark blue) and violet 
(purple). You may not believe it, but these colours 
are in the light that’s all around you, all the time! 
Even though light may look white to you, it is 
actually made up of different waves. Each wave  
of light is a different colour, travelling at a different 
speed. 

Why can't I see these colours? 
You can’t see the separate colours because light 
travels super-duper mind-meltingly fast. That's 
299,792 kilometres per second, to be precise! 
 
A good example is the sun, which is really, really 
far away. But we can still see the light from it. 
That's because it takes about eight minutes for 
light from the sun to travel to Earth. It’s that fast! 
So, if you want to see the different colours that are 
in light, we need to slow it down. 

But how do you slow down light? 
Generally, light travels in a straight line. One way 
to slow down light is to have it pass through a 
clear object, like glass or water. When light hits 
water, it causes the light to bend. This is called 
refraction (say "ree-FRAK-shun"). You can 
actually see this happening — try putting a pencil 
in a glass of water. Does it look broken? That’s 
refraction! 
 

 

Rainbow Photo courtesy of Mary Anne van Gaal 

So how are rainbows made? 

When the sun comes out after a rainstorm, 
sometimes there’s still a lot of water in the air. The 
sun shines through the water drops, causing the light 
to refract. Then when it bends, you can see all the 
separate colours as they form a rainbow in the sky! 
 

 

 
 

                                            Source: Let’s Talk Science 

 
If you don’t have perfect weather conditions for a 
rainbow, don’t worry — you can make your own! Just 
get a spray bottle filled with water (or a hose with a 
spray nozzle), and go outside on a sunny day. Then 
stand with the sun behind you and spray the water. 
Enjoy your very own rainbow! 
 
Source: the CBC Kids Team 
www.cbc.ca/kids/articles/why-dont-we-see-rainbows-
all-the-time 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/kids/articles/why-dont-we-see-rainbows-all-the-time
http://www.cbc.ca/kids/articles/why-dont-we-see-rainbows-all-the-time
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Common Loon, photo courtesy of Heather Lindale 

 

 

ICE WATCH 

Gerry Greenslade reports that the ice went off 
Pike Lake on April 13th this year.                                                
 
As citizen scientists, Ice Watch volunteers 
contribute to a scientific understanding of climate 
change. By analyzing citizen records, scientists 
have found that the freeze-thaw cycles of 
Canadian water bodies are changing. Data dating 
back to 1900 shows a strong trend line for the ice 
to melt earlier than before. For more info, google 
www.naturewatch.ca/icewatch 

“Less ice cover, warmer temperatures, and 
increased storm events deliver more nutrients to 
the lakes, leading to widespread summer blue-
green algal blooms...In some lakes, algal blooms 
are becoming particularly thick, decreasing the 
amount of sunlight that reaches deeper waters. 
With less sunlight, photosynthesis is reduced, 
ultimately leading to a decrease in the 
concentration of dissolved oxygen available to 
support aquatic life.”  

To read the full article in Cottage Life google 
https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/what-loss-of-ice-
cover-means-for-lake-health/ 

 

 

OUR LAKE LOON SURVEY  

Pike Lake was again home to common loons 
and their chicks. 
  
Pike Lake volunteers, aka “loonies”, count the 
number of loon pairs in June, baby chicks in 
July and surviving chicks in August. The 
information is used to track the survival of loon 
chicks over time. It also helps scientists to 
monitor the health of both the loon population 
and the health of our lakes across Canada.  
 
If you’re interested in volunteering to be a 
“loonie”, simply send an e-mail to 
info@pikelake.ca  Our Lake Steward will contact 
you to chat about your role.  
 
For more info on loons, google 
www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-
lakes-loon-survey/ 
 

 

_______________________ENGAGING IN CITIZEN SCIENCE_____________________ 
 

http://www.naturewatch.ca/icewatch
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2021/08/lake-superior-summer-algae-bloom/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2021/08/lake-superior-summer-algae-bloom/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-03550-y
https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/what-loss-of-ice-cover-means-for-lake-health/
https://cottagelife.com/outdoors/what-loss-of-ice-cover-means-for-lake-health/
mailto:info@pikelake.ca
http://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey/
http://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey/
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_____________KEEPING YOU SAFE AND PIKE LAKE HEALTHY______________ 
 

 
 

 HAZARD BUOYS STAYING AFLOAT LONGER 
John Murphy 
 
The water level in the lake was quite low this past 
fall and for the safety of snowmobilers, we decided 
to leave in any buoys where rocks were above or 
near the water level. Some buoys may have shifted 
due to the movement of the ice, but rest assured we 
will check their positions no later than the third 
weekend of May. 
 
Please see the map identifying the location of all 27 
hazard buoys on the PLCA website www.plca.ca 
Remember to keep a 30 metre distance away from 
all buoys for your own safety. 

NO AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS PLEASE 
Jim Tasker 
 
We are fortunate at Pike Lake to have avoided 
serious impacts from invasive species like zebra 
mussels, Eurasian water-milfoil and others. But it’s 
all too easy to import these species when a 
watercraft arrives from a body of water that is 
infected. The transport of watercraft between 
bodies of water is recognized as the main conduit 
for spreading these waterborne invasive species. 
 
In January 2022, Ontario updated its Invasive 
Species Act including new regulations for overland 
transport of watercraft and watercraft equipment. 
The PLCA will support these efforts by installing 
new signs at our public boat launch promoting the 
new “Clean, Drain, Dry” message for safe 
watercraft transport. Not just motorboats, the rules 
apply to canoes, kayaks, sailboats, and 
equipment. 

 
Clean, Drain, Dry Before transporting your boat 

overland, remove or open drain plugs to allow 
water to drain from the boat or boat equipment 
(motor, livewell, bilge, and bait buckets) and clean 
any mud, vegetation, algae, mussels or any other 
animals from your boat, motor, trailer, vehicle or 
equipment.  
 
Zebra and quagga mussels are happy to hang 
onto your hull, while aquatic plants like Eurasian 
water-milfoil hide on your motor, anchor and 
trailer. Because not every invader attached to your 
boat can be seen with the naked eye, it is 
recommended to either dry your boat in sunlight, 
spray with a pressure hose, or clean with hot 
water to ensure there are no aquatic plant, animal 
or algae hitchhiking a ride to Pike Lake.  

 

 

  

Common places where adult and  
larval zebra mussels can be found  
on boats, trailers, and vehicles. 

 
 

WATER QUALITY                                           

Haley Matschke, RVCA 

                                                                         
Surface water quality conditions in Pike Lake have 
been monitored by the Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority’s (RVCA) Watershed Watch Program 
since 2001. RVCA staff take water samples four 
times a year at a designated deep point to assess 
nutrient concentrations, water clarity, warm water 
fish species habitat (dissolved oxygen and 
temperature) and pH. According to 2021 data, the 
Water Quality conditions at the deep point for Pike 
Lake continues to meet all recommended guidelines 
and averages very good.  
 
In the nearshore environments, there were 
occasional deviations away from the recommended 
guidelines over the course of the summer months 
(June-August) further suggesting the importance of 
maintaining healthy and natural shorelines across 
the lake and reducing runoff into the lake.       
 
Looking ahead, the RVCA is currently working 
towards producing a Watershed Wide report to be 
published later this year which will provide a more 
formal high-level update on Water Quality 
Conditions and trends across the Rideau Valley 
watershed.  
 

 

 

http://www.plca.ca/
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______________________ THIS, THAT AND THANK YOU _____________________ 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO MEMBERS OF THE PIKE LAKE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 
ROCK DUNDER HIKE IN SEPTEMBER  

The PLCA is planning a hike at Rock Dunder, part 
of the UNESCO Frontenac Biosphere Reserve. 
There are 3 trails, one of which is a 3.9 km hike to 
a soaring lookout over the Rideau Waterway. 
Details will be provided closer to the time.  

Rock Dunder: a remarkable formation born in fire, 

shaped by ice and is now preserved for all of us 

through the persistence of the Rideau Land Trust.  

 VOTE FOR THE FUTURE OF YOUR COTTAGE 

MUNICIPALITY THIS OCTOBER 
 

In Ontario Municipal elections, you are entitled to 
vote where you own property. Therefore, you have 
the right to vote at your cottage riding as well 
as your permanent residence this October.  
 
Voting will be electronic in both municipalities. To 
find out more, check your municipal website  
o Tay Valley Township 

https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca  
o Township of Rideau Lakes, visit 

https://election.rideaulakes.ca/ 
 

 

JOIN OUR PLCA FACEBOOK GROUP 
Jen Sinclair 
 

o Enjoy fabulous wildlife photos.  

o Read and share articles that help us keep our 

lake healthy.   

o Did you lose an inflatable/boat/raft in the wind? 

Post it to have more eyes on the lookout for it. 

o Did you spot a bear? Post it!  We’ll know to be 

on the look out.  

o Did you catch a big one?  Share it! No need to 

give up the location of your favourite fishing 

spot though! 

o Stay informed about PLCA events and join in!     

o Keep in touch with friends and neighbours 

around the lake all year round. 

 
All PLCA members are welcome to join our 
Facebook group. Simply complete the request to 
join. The intention is to keep the group for the use 
and enjoyment of our PLCA members. We 
understand that not everyone uses Facebook, so 
we have extended the invite to join to one friend 
(who is not a PLCA member) per current 
membership. Questions?  Please email 
info@pikelake.ca. 
 

No voluntary association can succeed without the 
work of countless volunteers. Thank you for all 
you do. 
o Our Board Members: Ian Forsyth, Alexandra 

Hincke, Naomi Fowlie, Lois Johnson, John 
Murphy, Kathy Noxon, Jen Sinclair, Jim 
Tasker, & Marty van Gaal. Unfortunately, 
Karen Mehmet resigned in the fall due to 
family responsibilities 

o All who delivered the 2021 Pike Lake Post: 
Grant Fowlie, Naomi Fowlie, Lois Johnson, 
Helen Murphy, John Murphy, Chris Noxon, 
Kathy Noxon, Bart Poulter, & Marty van Gaal 

o The hazard buoys team: Linden Davidson, 
Rob Greer, John Murphy, Peter Noonan, 
Greg Nyman, Mike Shore, & Lee Sumner 

o Those who distributed the Gypsy Moth Lures: 
Kelly Aelong, Barry Black, Nancy Johnson, 
Suzanne Forget, Naomi Fowlie, Alexandra 
Hincke, Helen Murphy, John Murphy, Kathy 
Noxon, Jim Tasker, & Marty van Gaal 

o Members of the Constitution Committee: Lois 
Johnson, Nancy Johnson, & Kathy Noxon 

 

o Richard Murphy for reviewing the 2021 
financial records 

o Jen Sinclair for administering our Facebook 
page 

o Lois Johnson & Jim Tasker, our webmasters 
o The Sibbit & Fowlie families for hosting the 

Boat-in Movie Night 
o Our “Lake Loonie”, Betty Bone who counted 

loon pairs & chicks 
o The Nomination Committee: Naomi Fowlie & 

Kristine Martin  
o Gerry Greenslade for determining the ice 

out date  
o Mary Anne van Gaal for the photo tips & 

Heather Lindale for the daily photo 
challenge 

o Cathy Cameron, Jennifer David, Kent 
Fowlie, Naomi Fowlie, & Linda McGuirl for 
submitting art, articles, photos, & ideas for 
the 2022 Pike Lake Post. 

o Kay Rogers, with support from Cathy 
Cameron, for producing the 2022 Pike Lake 
Post 

 
 

 

https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/
https://election.rideaulakes.ca/
mailto:info@pikelake.ca
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______________________________LAKE LIFE ______________________________ 

FIRE SAFETY TIPS 

Darren Gibson, Deputy Fire Chief 

Drummond/North Elmsley Tay Valley Fire Rescue 

 
 

 

 

Smoke Alarms Install smoke alarms on every 
storey, outside all sleeping areas and in all 
outbuildings (e.g., bunkies and trailers). Replace 
smoke alarm batteries regularly and replace 
alarms every 10 years. 
 
CO Detectors If you have a gas, oil, propane, or 
wood-burning heating system or appliance, you 
need a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm.  
 
Fire Extinguishers Fire extinguishers can be a 
crucial first line of defense in controlling a fire. 
Choose ABC extinguishers which cover 
combustibles such as paper, wood, flammable 
liquids, and electrical fires.  

 
 
 
Woodstoves and Fireplaces Have your fireplace 
and chimney inspected and cleaned annually by a 
professional. Creosote is a by-product of burning 
wood that will build up in the chimney and can 
ignite from the super-heated gases that wood- 
stoves and fireplaces create.  
 
Storing Flammable Liquids Flammable materials 
such as gas, kerosene, propane tanks, oils, lighter 
fluid, paint thinner, etc. should always be stored 
away from the cottage and clearly identified for 
firefighters. 
 
 

Source: Flame Safety 
Canada 

Emergency Exit Plans Develop a fire escape 
plan. Keep keys and cellphones in a handy place 
so they can be found during a hasty exit. Once 
everyone is out and accounted for at a meeting 
place, call 911 to report the fire. 
 
Structure Install a screened cap on your chimney 
to prevent flying sparks and keep the roof and rain 
gutters free of dried leaves and pine needles. A 
cap will also reduce the animals building nests in 
the chimney. 
 
Landscape Create a fire break around your 
cottage with gravel or stone walkways. Remove 
any dead wood, brush or trees. If individuals are 
smoking near the structure establish a safe area 
with sand or water filled cans for butts.  
 
Fire Pits Pick a site close to a water source, 
sheltered from the wind, and 10 metres away from 
structures. Ensure there is open space above the 
fire — at least 3 metres (10 feet) from overhanging 
branches and vegetation. Clear a space about 2 
metres (7 feet) wide for the fire and keep 
firefighting tools (a bucket of water or sand, 
shovels, and a garden hose) handy when you’re 
having a bonfire or burning brush. 
 
Fire Truck Access Make sure your blue number 
signs are visible. Keep roads cleared and trimmed 
for Fire Apparatus access.  
 
BBQs Always stay nearby when operating a BBQ 
or fire pit. Keep your BBQ clean and free from 
grease build up and keep fire extinguishers close 
by.  
 
Fire Permits A FREE fire permit is required for all 
open air burning dnetv.burnpermits.com   No fire 
permit is required for small fire used to cook food. 
For the latest 24 hour Fire Ban info, contact the 
Fire Department Admin Office at 613-267-2596 
and listen to the automated message.                       
 

Stay Safe and Enjoy Life at the Lake! 
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 ______________________________LAKE LIFE _______________________________ 

 

TAKE PART IN THE SUMMER PHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGE  
 
Heather Lindale has put together a summer photography challenge — themed ideas to encourage you to 
put those photo tips into practice. Heather has also provided a few more tips; e.g., how you can frame 
your subject to tell a story or draw the viewer’s eye to it, how you can blur out background distractions by 
using the portrait mode, plus ideas on how to capture light and interesting shadows.  
 
Heather’s tips and her photo challenge are posted on the photography page of the PLCA website 
www.pikelake.ca  
 
Share your photos with our PLCA Facebook group and submit them to info@pikelake.ca to have them 
posted on the photography page of our website. 
 
Have fun! 
 

TIPS FOR TAKING NATURE PHOTOS 

Mary Anne van Gaal 
 
Are you determined to take some great photos at the cottage this year? The good news is that you don’t 
need a big, expensive, digital camera to get great results (unless you really want wildlife photos taken 
with a long zoom lens). Your phone camera can result in some stunning images if you get familiar with 
its features and keep a few key points in mind.  
 
1. Concentrate on the composition of both what’s in the frame and where it is. The rule of thirds is an 

excellent way to put your main subject slightly off to the side for more interest. Most cameras will 
have a setting to show a grid right on your screen to make this obvious. Look for subjects that are a 
little out of the ordinary, or present them in an unexpected way.  
 

2. Have something interesting in the foreground, for both interest and context. For example, by 
including your dock or a glass of wine when photographing the sunset you will tell a story. 
 

3. Vary the point of view by not always taking photos at eye level. Get down low for a unique 
perspective, or up high for a birds eye view. 
 

4. Use the burst function (usually accessed by just holding down the shutter button) when you are 
taking action photos. This will allow you to get a sequence of photos over a short time, ensuring you 
catch the scene you want. 
 

5. Pay attention to the quality of light. Early morning and the evening golden hour are the most 
beautiful times to take photos because the sun is lower in the sky and the light is softer. If you are 
taking photos in bright sunlight, position yourself so that the sun is behind you. 
 

6. Play around with the editing function on your phone. It’s amazing how a so-so photo can become 
spectacular with just a few adjustments. The auto adjust feature is a great place to start and often all 
that you need. 

 
Photography can be very rewarding. As you become more confident with your camera, you may also 
find it very relaxing, almost meditative when you get absorbed in the moment. Practice is key, so 
experiment with what does and doesn’t work. Take several shots of the same scene in different ways. 
That’s the beauty of digital. You can take thousands of photos and not worry about running out of film!  
 

Remember, the best camera is always the one you have with you! Have fun! 
 
P.S. We humans are curious creatures. We can be tempted to get close to animals to get a better photo. 
But animals can be spooked so remember to keep a respectful distance. This is true whether you are on 
land or on the water. Be especially careful when you see loon or other chicks or are near a nest. 

 

http://www.pikelake.ca/
mailto:info@pikelake.ca
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_______________________________ LAKE LIFE _______________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 
Photos above courtesy of Mary Anne van 
Gaal, taken on her phone camera 
 Boat in fog: rule of thirds & early 

morning light  
 Sunset: taken from low down with 

shoreline in the foreground adding 
interest 

 Dog: taken from above, plus reflections  
for interest 

 Reflections of the clouds with dock  
adding interest and perspective 

Photo of Canada Geese courtesy of 
Heather Lindale using the burst function 
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Matthew van Gaal 

Green Architect, Building Construction 

Technician 

 OTTABUILDINC.COM 

 

613-614-5123               ottabuildinc@hotmail.com        
        

 

 

        
We do it all!          Free Estimates Available 

 

- Renovations                                 - Custom Sheds                                                                                                          

- Additions                                      - Roofing & Siding 

- Kitchens & Bathrooms              - Windows & Doors 

- Cottage Re-levelling                  - Flooring 

- Decks & Docks                            - Structural Repairs 

 

 

 

 

 

  

______ LET’S SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT THE PLCA_______ 
 

 
 


